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M The Director is hereby authorized to charge payment of any additional filing fees required under 37 CFR §1.16 
and any patent application processing fees under 37 CFR § 1.17 associated with this paper (including any 
extension fee required to ensure that this paper is timely filed), or to credit any overpayment, to Deposit 
Account No, 23-1925. Respectfully submitted. 
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STATUS REQUEST 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Dear Sir: 



Applicants respectfully request a status report for this application. The last 
communication received for the captioned application from the United States Patent 
and Trademark Office was A Notice of Publication dated August 7, 2003. 



Applicant's attorney John G. Rauch and Examiner Nguyen spol^e in 
September 2003 and Examiner Nguyen mentioned tliat this application was ready 
for allowance. Applicants have reviewed the PAIR file history for this application and 
on 9-23-04 there is an entry that states "Notice of Allowability" and the status field 
reads "Allowance counted". Applicants enclose herewith a copy of the PAIR file 
History dated 6/1 5/04 which lists file history. 

Applicants have however, not received the Notice of Allowance and therefore 
respectfully request that this application be allowanced to proceed to issuance. The 
Examiner is invited to contact Applicant's Attorney If warranted. 

No fee is believed to be ' required with regard to the Status Request. 
However, should a fee be required, the Commissioner is hereby authorized to 
charge payment for any additional fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 and any 
patent application processing fees under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17 associated with this 
communication to Deposit Account No. 23-1925. 



BRINKS HOFER GILSON & LIONE 
P.O. Box 10395 
Chicago, IL 60610 
Tel. (312) 321-4200 
Fax (312) 321-4299 



Respectfully submitted. 





John G. Rauch 
Registration No. 37,218 
Attorney for Applicants 



